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PC open to rehab
of Sikh youths

CHANDIGARH (TIP): Even
as the Centre indicated on
Friday that it was willing to
consider rehabilitation of
Sikhs, who had fled abroad
during militancy, a chorus is
growing in Punjab on the eve
of Union home minister P
Chidambram's visit, to review
the mysterious 'black list',
after making it public. 

Jathedar Akal Takht Giani
Gurbachan Singh had asked
Chidambaram to extend the
same scheme to Sikh youths,
but the minister turned down
the suggestion on Wednesday.
However, following uproar in
Punjab on his reply, the Union
home minister indicated on
Friday that the demand "could
be considered". 

The minister said "we will
look into that also". If
misguided Sikh youths want
to denounce the demand for
Khalistan and want to come
back, "we have to find a way
to rehabilitate them also", he
said. 

It has been proved through
the initiative of several Sikh
leaders like Bholath MLA
Sukhpal Khaira that many of
these Sikhs were not allowed
to come back, simply because
they had staged protests
outside India against
Operation Bluestar when the
Indian Army had launched an
attack to flush militants out of
the Darbar Sahib complex
which houses the Sikhs' 

Contd on page 2

Abdullah favors surrender 
policy for Punjab 

MUKTSAR (TIP): Union Minister for New and
Renewable Energy Dr Farooq Abdullah today advo-
cated a surrender policy for militants of Punjab on
the lines of the one proposed for Kashmiri youths
gone astray. 

Dr Abdullah said Punjab Chief Minister Parkash Singh
Badal should take up the issue with Union Home
Minister P Chidambaram. He termed the J&K policy
as a good initiative to bring back militants in the
mainstream. 

It may be noted that though the Punjab government
welcomed the proposed surrender policy for youths
of J&K, both the CM and Deputy CM had alleged dis-
crimination by the Centre. 

Punjab CM in a press statement on Thursday had
claimed that the Punjab government had repeatedly
written to the Centre to review the list of Sikh youths
who were settled abroad and were willing to return. 

Meanwhile, speaking about the proposed policy,
Abdullah said, “It is not that we will open the border
for anyone to enter the state. All the nitty-gritty will
be thoroughly taken care of to make sure that only
the deserving youth benefit from the policy.” 

SINGH’S ON
SONG 

KOLKATA (TIP): Turbanator Harbhajan
Singh rescued India's No.1 Test ranking in
the nick of time - and broke South Africa's
hearts in Kolkata.

Final-wicket pair Hashim Amla and Morne
Morkel stonewalled for more than 20 overs.
But Harbhajan (5-59) trapped the Proteas' last
man leg before with 15 minutes left.

India wrapped up an innings and 57-run
victory to level the Test series 1-1 and stay
top of the charts in Test cricket.

India's Mahendra Singh Dhoni insisted:
"We would have been disappointed not to
win."

South Africa captain Graeme Smith
admitted: "It's hard to take, especially after
we were twice denied victory when we had
England nine wickets down in our last
series."

History repeats itself 
India's thrilling win over South Africa at the
Eden Gardens, Kolkata would have brought
back memories of the 2001 test match versus
Australia at the same venue. If the Mecca of
Indian cricket had seen the birth of a modern
champion team in 2001, nine years later it
saw the same team stamping it's authority and
taking home honours o being the best team in
Test match cricket. Team India did this over
the second best test team in the world
according to the ICC rankings.

In 2001 Sourav Ganguly and his men were
searching for an opportunity to stop the
rampaging Steve Waugh's Aussies who had
won 16 tests in a trot. Eight years later it was
a battle of ego and self respect for MS Dhoni
led side. Nobody had given India a chance
against the Aussies in that Test series and
going by South Africa's record in India in the
last decade they seemed set for a win. History
however repeated itself at this historic
ground and the home team emerged
champions on both the occassions.

India retains No.1 rank
in Test cricket 

India strikes
gold in

Commonwealth
Shooting

NEW DELHI (TIP): India started their
campaign in the Commonwealth Shooting
Championships with two golds, a silver and
bronze. The first gold came in the 10-metre
air rifle pairs men with Gagan Narang and
P.T. Raghunath shooting a total of 1193.
Narang aggregated 599 while Raghunath
shot 594. In the finals, Narang (55) and
Raghunath (47) shot a total of 102 to bag the
first medal of the tournament. 

The silver went to the English pair of
James Huckle (593) and Ken Parr Jr. (592)
while Bangladesh duo Asif Hossain Khan
(594) and Shovon Chowdhury (588) bagged
the bronze. 

The second gold came in the women’s 25-
metre pistol pairs event where the Indian duo
of Annisa Sayyed (582) and Annuraj Singh
(565) shot a total of 1147. 

Australian pair of Linda Ryan (574) and
Elena Galiabovitch (564) bagged the silver
with the total of 1138 while the bronze went
to the English pair of Georgina Geikie (571)
and Julia Lydall (558) with a total of 1129. 

In the men’s 50-metre free pistol pairs,
Indian pair of Bapu Vanjare (536) and Viraj
Singh (523) won the silver with a tally of 

Contd on page 2

Gagan Narang (L) and PT. Raghunath won
the gold in the 10m air rifle pairs event at

the Commonwealth Shooting 
Championship in New Delhi. 



2  Thursday, Feb 18, 2010     NEW YORK/NEW JERSEY/US THE INDIAN PANORAMA

Kolluri for District
14 Senate Seat 

NEW JERSEY (TIP): Kris
Kolluri, who served as
Commissioner of
Transportation and then as
CEO of the New Jersey
Schools Development
Authority (SDA) under Gov.
Jon Corzine, is a likely
candidate for the Democratic
State Senate nomination in the
14th district, two party
sources said February 19.

The 40-year-old West
Windsor resident served as
Legislative Director to U.S.
Rep. Rob Andrews (D-
Haddon Heights) and House
Minority Leader Richard
Gephardt (D-Missouri) before

joining Parker McCay, a
politically influential South
Jersey law firm.  He also
served as Assistant
Transportation Commissioner
under John Lettiere.

Assemblyman Wayne
DeAngelo (D-Hamilton)
earlier on February 19
disclosed that he intends to
pursue a run for Democratic
Party support for the seat now
held by state Sen. Bill Baroni
(R-Hamilton). Gov. Chris
Christie announced February
19  that Baroni is his choice as
deputy executive director of
the Port Authority of New
York and New Jersey.

Kris Kolluri 

PC open to
rehab of Sikh

youths
holiest shrine, the Golden Temple. The incident

had led to large-scale protests across the globe
wherever Sikh diaspora was settled. However,
soon afterwards, the authorities started denying
visas to many of these NRIs. 

"When people like Khushwant Singh and Capt
Amarinder Singh also protested, how was this
being held against us," Joginder Singh Bal, mayor
of Slough, UK, who was denied visa for 20 years,
had questioned. 

While many hardcore militants had also
managed to flee the country following police
onslaught, allegations levelled by families of
several youths and human rights groups that many
youngsters were slapped with false cases of
terrorism by some unscrupulous cops due to
personal feuds, which forced the former to flee the
country in those times. These youths have also not
been able to come back home since their names
figured in the dreaded list. 

"We are not demanding general amnesty for
everyone. All we want is that the list should be
reviewed thoroughly so that innocents are not
persecuted," says former CM Amarinder Singh,
who had also taken up the matter during his
tenure. Akal Takht jathedar, too, had echoed
similar thoughts saying those facing criminal
proceedings should be dealt according to law, but
the innocents should be allowed to come back. 

Meanwhile, MLA Sukhpal Singh Khaira in his
letter to Chidambaram said, "There are many
Sikhs who have no criminal record in India,
neither any involvement in anti-India activities
abroad, but their names continue to be in the black
list. It is high time that a liberal review be
conducted into the draconian Black list pending
against Sikhs so that they can return to their
motherland." 

India strikes
gold in

Commonwealth
Shooting

1059 while the gold was clinched by England
duo Michael Gault (545) and Nick Baxter (537)
for a total of 1082. 

Australia won the bronze with shooters Alfio
(523) and Janek Janski (507) shooting a total of
1030. 

Indian’s women rifle shooters ended the day
by winning the bronze in the 50-metre 3
position pairs events. Lajja Goswami (prone
196, standing 187 and kneeling 188) and
Tejaswini Sawant (prone 195, standing 180,
kneeling 189) aggregated 1135 for the bronze. 

The gold went to Scottish team of Jennifer
Mcintosh (prone 196, standing 185, kneeling
192) and Kay Copland (prone 198, standing
178, kneeling 187) for a total of 1136. Welsh
team of Jennifer Corish (prone 195, standing
186, kneeling 189) and Sian Corish (prone 196,
standing 185, kneeling 184) for a total of 1135. 

Both the Indian and the Welsh teams were
tied after the qualifiers but in the final, the
Wales duo shot 41 while the hosts were one
point behind. 

Contd from page 1 Obama most likely
to visit India later
this year: Blake

WASHINGTON (TIP): President
Barack Obama is “most likely” to
visit India, which he considers an
“indispensable” partner of the US,
later this year, a top official of the
Administration has said.

India is on top of the agenda of
the Obama Administration, which is
reflected in the very fact that the
President invited Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh for his
presidency’s first State Visit in
November last year, Assistant
Secretary of State for South and
Central Asia, Robert Blake, said.

“President Obama has further
underscored the importance of India
to the United States by promising to
make a reciprocal visit to India,
most likely later this year,” Mr.
Blake said addressing the Chicago
Council on Global Affairs
yesterday.

However, he did not announce
any dates for the visit.

Mr. Blake reminded the audience
that the US President considers
India an indispensable partner of the
US. “Few relationships around the
world matter more to our collective

future, or hold greater promise for
constructive action on the
challenges that matter most to all of
us, than the partnership between the
United States and India.”

“That doesn’t mean that we will
always agree, because we won’t.
But together we can build on the
solid foundation that already exists,
an even stronger partnership that
serves not only the interests of our
two countries, but of the rest of the
international community,” he said.

“The United States and India
share common ideals and
complementary strengths reflected
in our very close people-to-people
contacts, our shared embrace of
democratic principles and our
willingness to work together on
issues that matter not only to us, but
to the global community,” Mr.
Blake said.

Noting that India, Pakistan and
the US all face the common threat
of terrorism, Mr. Blake said: “While
we would like to see India and
Pakistan reach a stable relationship,
they will do so on their terms at the
appropriate time.”

Obama sets
record straight:

‘I love Vegas’
LAS VEGAS (TIP): President
Barack Obama is setting the
record straight he loves Las
Vegas. And Las Vegas was
glad to hear it.

Mr. Obama had irked
Nevada officials by using Las
Vegas as an example of how
people should not spend
irresponsibly in tough times.
But during an overnight visit
to the city, Mr. Obama made it
clear he meant no harm.

“I love Vegas,” Mr. Obama
told an audience of 650
business and tourism leaders
yesterday at a resort and
casino on the Strip.

His comments drew a
raucous ovation from the
crowd. Kara Kelley, chief
executive officer of the Las
Vegas Chamber of
Commerce, called the remarks
“appropriate and welcomed.”

Mr. Obama said his mother-
in-law likes to visit Sin City
and he outlined programs he
hopes will boost tourism here.
When a visiting dentist told
him everyone comes to Vegas,

the president exclaimed:
“That’s what I’m talking
about.”

For all his effort to make
amends, the president
defended his comments from
earlier this month that people
who are saving for college
shouldn’t blow a bunch of
cash in Vegas.

“That doesn’t mean I don’t
love Vegas,” Mr. Obama said.

“I think everybody here
would agree that the only
place where people should
spend their college savings is
in college. There’s no
contradiction there.” 

Remaining steps of n-deal may be
completed in few months: US

WASHINGTON (TIP): Describing the Indo-US civilian nuclear deal as a
game changer for bilateral ties, the Obama Administration has said the
remaining steps of the historic accord are expected to be completed in the
next few months. 

“The civil nuclear deal turned probably our most significant irritant in
bilateral relations into an opportunity for cooperation. This has the potential
to lead to billions of dollars worth of opportunities for American companies,
and many thousands of jobs as a result of that,” Assistant Secretary of State
for South and Central Asia, Robert Blake, said. 

“A few more steps are still required, and we expect them to be completed
in the next few months,” he said yesterday, addressing the Chicago Council
on Global Affairs, while terming the nuclear deal as an important milestone
in ties. 

The area of nuclear non-proliferation and disarmament is a field where
there is a very different and more positive dynamic between the countries as
a result of the civil nuclear deal, he said. 

“Prime Minister (Manmohan) Singh also shares the (US) President’s far-
reaching vision for a nuclear weapons-free world. Our broader challenge is
to strengthen the global non-proliferation system and I think this is an area
where the United States and India can work more closely as partners,” he
said. “The Nuclear Security Summit President Obama will host in
Washington in April, to which 43 nations have been invited and which we
expect Prime Minister Singh will attend, provides an excellent opportunity
to highlight this evolving partnership,” Mr. Blake said. 

A critical component of the strategic cooperation framework, Blake said,
is counter-terrorism. 

“You’ve seen our two countries cooperate more and more, particularly
since the horrific November 2008 terrorist attacks in Mumbai, which the
Indians refer to as ‘26/11’,” he said. 

Mr. Blake said the September, 2009 visit of Union Home Minister, P
Chidambaram, was highly successful and gave the Indian leader the
opportunity to consult with senior officials in just about every US agency
involved in the all-important challenge of battling terrorism. 

“When Prime Minister Singh visited Washington in November the two
leaders (Singh and Obama) stressed that our partnership in counter-
terrorism efforts is ‘indispensable for global peace and security’ and agreed
on a Counter-terrorism Initiative to strengthen our work together in this vital
endeavour,” he said. 
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Meera Gandhi
receives investiture
as RNID Centenary

Councilor 
Meera Gandhi, International Philanthropist received official

investiture from the United Kingdom's Royal National Institute
for Deaf People's (RNID) as a Centenary Councilor. 

RNID's Centenary Director, Philip Bonn of England presenting
a certificate of Centenary Councilor to Meera Gandhi on Feb-

ruary 17th in New York.
PPhhoottoo//  MMoohhaammmmeedd  JJaaffffeerr--SSnnaappssIInnddiiaa

Chitagam Singh Saluja
arrives in New York  

Chitagam Singh Saluja, the youngest child of Prof. Indrajit
Singh Saluja, Chief Editor, The Indian Panorama arrived in New
York by a BA flight from India on February 16. He will be
staying in the United States to pursue his educational career. 

Chitagam Sibngh Saluja is received at JFK Airport by his fa-
ther, Prof. Indrajit S. Saluja 

PPhhoottoo//BBaallddeevv//BBJJ//664466--440033--77333344

American gets a child through
Indian surrogate mother

An American--
Brad Fister-- with
his 23 day old
daughter Ashton,
before leaving
Hyderabad for
United States on
February 19th.
The baby was born
using a surrogate
mother from the
city of Hyderabad.

Photo: 
SNAPS INDIA

Prudential Financial Brooklyn Queens
Agency held a meeting with Jackson
Heights Indian Merchants'
Association. Present on the occasion
were Steve Olderman, vice president
Annuity Dept., Sean Kath, vice
president Life Dept. Jean Daris,
Manager Financial Services and Faisal
Shuja, an agent- all from Prudential
and Subhash Kapadia, Nitin Vohra,
Ashok Kumar, Amarjit Singh and Shiv
Dass-all from Jackson Heights Indian
Merchants' Association. 
Photo:
Muhammad Shahzad/347-400-8612

Prudential Financial holds a meeting with Jackson
Heights Indian Merchants' Association 
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NEW YORK (TIP): Queens Borough
President Helen Marshall will honor
outstanding high school seniors and
individuals for their contributions to the
community at her ninth annual African
American Heritage Celebration and Awards
event. 

The ceremony will take place, beginning
at 1 p.m., on Saturday, February 20 at the
Langston Hughes Library and Cultural
Center, located in Corona at 100-01
Northern Boulevard.

"Today, we are honoring outstanding
individuals, young and adult, who are using
their time, talents and abilities to make a
difference," said Marshall. "Working
together, we are now recognizing the
contributions by these individuals, who help
to make Queens a great place to live, work
and play."

Marshall and her African American
Heritage Month Planning Committee sought
winning candidates in several categories,
including civic and community
involvement, business, education and
culture.

The top four winners of scholarships will
receive$1,000 each and the two runners-up
will each receive $500 towards their college
education.

Names of high school seniors were also

solicited by the committee. Candidates were
asked to write an essay on their greatest
academic achievement and personal
achievement. 

Members of the committee include co-
chairs: Roslin Spigner, Queens Alumnae
Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority and
Andrew Jackson, Langston Hughes Library
and Cultural Center. Others include: Ray
Perez, Citibank; Marc Haken, from
Assemblyman Rory Lancman's Office;
William Briggs, Youth & Tennis; Vivian
Warfield, Latimer House Museum;
Harbachan Singh, Queens General
Assembly and Anita Segarra, Jamaica
Center for Arts & Learning.

Marshall and the committee thanked the
event's sponsors: Citibank, Con Edison,
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Marc Haken,
the Courier Newspapers and the Port
Authority of NY/NJ for their support.

TThhee  22001100  ssttuuddeenntt  sscchhoollaarrsshhiipp  
wwiinnnneerrss  aarree::

Maria Abaya, a student at the
Newcomers High School, and former New
York 1 and Health Plus Scholar Athlete of
the week. She has also choreographed a
successful multicultural show at her school.

Regina Daraud, a student at the

Newcomers High School, who after her
arrival from West Africa in 2007 has
volunteered her time to assist at a nursing
home.

Trevena Goulbourne, a student at
Bayside High School, who works at a
daycare center.

Malika Jones, a student at Benjamin
Cardoza High School, who performs as
"Malika the Clown" at children's birthday
parties.

Malaiya McGee, of Martin Van Buren
High School, who shared her dancing talent
with children in China, where she traveled
with the People to People Ambassador
Program.

Sonya Stanley, a student at Martin Van
Buren High School, who has discovered her
talents in singing and acting, and already
completed a student film.

TThhee  22001100  AAcchhiieevveemmeenntt  AAwwaarrdd  wwiinnnneerrss
bbyy  ccaatteeggoorryy  aarree::

Business: Jack Cherry, president of
Liberty Office Products, which serves as a
site for internship and mentoring programs.

Civic: James Heyliger, president of the
Association of Minority Enterprises of New
York, which has an outstanding record for
quickly linking contract and business

opportunities with the community.
Cultural Individual: Michael Cogswell,

director of the Louis Armstrong House
Museum, which has become a city, state
and national landmark.

Cultural Organization: York College
Community Commemorative Quilt
Committee, which has worked since 1998
to develop and promote cultural, education
and civic activities that contribute to a
positive collaborative relationship between
the college and the community.

Education: Beverly Short, principal of the
Queens Academy High School, where
students are encouraged to achieve their
highest potential.

Borough President's Special Recognition
Award: Dr. Kathleen Prestwidge, teacher,
writer, community leader and television
producer.

TThhee  22001100  LLiiffeettiimmee  AAcchhiieevveemmeenntt
AAwwaarrdd  wwiinnnneerrss  aarree::

Addie Crawford, a longtime community
leader, who has worked to inspire others. 

Dolly Christian, a successful corporate
executive, and volunteer in community and
national organizations, who is also a
member of Who's Who in American
Women.

Scholarship Awards Highlight Marshall’s
African American Heritage Celebration
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No extra time in jail for
teens who attacked

Indians: Oz court
MELBOURNE (TIP): Two teenage brothers, who
spent less than a year in youth detention for a
brutal racial attack on a group of Indians which left
one of the victims with permanent brain injuries,
will not spend any further time in custody, an
Australian court ruled on Wednesday. 

Victorian county court judge Christine
Thornton said the 12-month detention order for
the brothers, now aged 17 and 18 respectively, by
the Children's Court last year over the 2008
incident, was lenient but should stand because of
the delay in bringing an appeal against the
sentence, AAP reported. 

Director of Public Prosecution (DPP) had
appealed against the sentence given by the
children's court, with chief crown prosecutor
Gavin Silbert, SC, describing it as "manifestly
inadequate". 

However, judge Thornton confirmed the pair's
original sentence, saying though the punishment
was lenient, the brothers' rehabilitation would be
impeded if they were again detained. 

"I consider the sentences imposed were lenient
for what can only be regarded as serious
offending," Thornton said and re-sentenced the
duo, who were not identified, to the same 12-
month term, for which they got early parole. 

The brothers had in December 2008 carried out
an unprovoked attack in an Indian convenience
store in Sunshine, where eight men were injured,
including one who spent 15 days in coma and was

left with permanent brain injuries. 
Silbert told the court that the older youth

smashed 27-year old Sukhraj Singh with a piece of
wood, leaving him unconscious and bleeding with
multiple skull and face fractures. 

The younger brother is believed to have started
the spat, asking the Indian men in the store if they
were 'Singh or Desi', which the prosecution said
was a racist remark. 

Silbert said when the Indian men said they were
"Singh boys", he punched one of them without
warning. A group of four co-offenders, including
his older brother, entered the store and caused
mayhem, assaulting the victims and stealing a till
containing several hundred dollars. 

The assault was captured on CCTV and when
the judge viewed it she said it was very serious
attack. The DPP had asked the county court to re-
sentence the older brother to two and a half years
and the younger to two years. 

"There is a racial motive apparent in this,"
Silbert had told the court, adding "the culpability
is relatively high." 

He had also called the offence as
"extraordinarily grave" and said "it was entirely
unprovoked." 

"It was committed in company. It involved
weapons," Silbert had said. 

The offenders had admitted to charges of
intentionally and recklessly causing serious injury
and theft. 

Oz study: Overseas
students fear for

safety in
Melbourne

MELBOURNE (TIP): A majority of overseas
students, including Indians, in Melbourne often
fear for their safety because of risky jobs, poor
transport options and lack of safe affordable
housing, with many of them also attaching racial or
religious element to the perceived threats, says a
new study. 

Of the 515 international students surveyed by the
Victorian University, 403 reported perceived
threats to their safety and half of them felt the
threats were motivated by racial, religious or
cultural factors. 

The study found that a complex range of factors
contributed to the safety threats, including lack of
access to safe affordable houses, high risk
employment and poor transport options. It also
found offenders were often identified as groups of
young alienated men. 

'The Community Safety of International Students
in Melbourne', a scoping study conducted by the
Victorian University following the increasing
incidents of violence against international students,
was commissioned between June and November
last year and included an online survey of 1013
students, 515 of whom were international. 

The study also included interviews with key
stakeholders, such as Victoria Police. 

The study has come out with a number of
recommendations, including setting up an
information hotline, better access to safer transport
and better information for new international
students. 

Hairdressing 
college shuts down;

student's fate
uncertain

MELBOURNE (TIP): A hairdressing
college in Australia has permanently shut
down leaving many overseas students
including Indians fate hanging in balance,
apparently due to amended migration skills
programme. The Sydney college that
charged $7000 each as fees and equipment
three weeks ago from the overseas students
finally announced its closure. 

A 24-year old hairdressing student Neil
Ahuja of New Delhi was quoted as saying
that he had paid the college 

$5000 for his first semester fees and USD
2000 for equipment. "We asked the principal
about the academy about the course after the
new rules were announced. She told us,
'Don't worry you guys are safe'," Neil was
quoted as saying by 'Sydney Morning
Herald'. "They had been pressuring us to pay
the USD 2000 for our hairdressing kit,
which we could have got for a few hundred
dollars. Otherwise we couldn't do the course.
Now we have been left high and dry. I just
arrived in Australia and I don't know what to
do." Students and staff were locked out of
The Edge Academy, whose registration
renewal was under consideration by State
Government authorities. The closure of the
privately owned college in Sydney's west is
being seen as a result of the recent amended
immigration rules announced earlier this
month that delinked certain trade
occupations including hairdressing and
cookery from permanent residency. 

Guyanese pleads guilty 
to smuggling Indian to the US

WASHINGTON (TIP): A Guyanese national of
Indian origin today pleaded guilty before a court
for smuggling an Indian into the US. 

If convicted, Annita Devi Gerald, 52, faces a
mandatory minimum prison sentence of three
years, and a maximum penalty of 10 years in
prison and a $250,000 fine. Her sentencing is
scheduled for May 17. "Today's guilty plea puts
another alien smuggling organiser out of
business," said Assistant Attorney General Lanny
A Breuer of the Criminal Division. "Travelling the
globe seeking people willing to pay for illegal entry
into the United States, this defendant sought
personal riches in exchange for disregarding the

immigration laws of our country," he said.
According to plea documents, Gerald provided
assistance to undocumented aliens from India in
their efforts to illegally enter the US. Gerald
admitted she and her co-conspirators prepared
letters of invitation for several Indian nationals
from a trading and agricultural company
affiliated with Gerald. These letters falsely
proclaimed the Indian nationals were farming
experts whose expertise was needed for a project
in Belize. The letters were used to assist the
aliens in obtaining Belizean visas that enabled
them to board aircraft and transit through
numerous countries in route to the US. 
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US wants Indian firms to
create jobs in America 

BANGALORE (TIP):  As the debate on
outsourcing rages, the United States is of the view
that India can create jobs in America taking
advantage of its “fair tax policy”.

U.S. Ambassador to India Timothy J.
Roemer also sought to downplay concerns that
President Barack Obama was targeting
American companies having operations in
India ever since he called such businesses tax
evaders. “There are some companies that try to
take advantage of U.S. law, not in India; they
try to manipulate U.S. law for the most part and
create tax havens in other places in the world”,
Mr. Roemer told reporters late Wednesday
evening. The U.S. President is trying to target
them and “go after”, he said.

Also speaking in the context of outsourcing
to India, Mr. Roemer said the U.S. also believes
“very, very deeply” in regard to trade issue.
“You can create jobs in America, and have fair
tax policy and double your exports”, he said.

Mr. Obama had said earlier this week, “If
you are a business here, entirely located in the
US, and investing in the U.S., and hiring
workers in the U.S., you are paying a 35 per
cent rate”.

“However, if you are a multinational and you
are investing in India, and your workforce is in
India, and your plants and equipment are in
India, but your headquarters are here, you are
taking deductions on all the expenses in India,
but you are keeping your profits outside the
U.S.; and that just doesn’t seem entirely fair”,

he had argued. 
Meanwhile, Roemer strongly backed U.S.

solar technology firms initiating and expanding
their exports to India. A trade mission of 15
U.S. solar companies is currently visiting
Bangalore. The mission is headed by Acting
Assistant Secretary for Manufacturing and
Service, Mary Saunders. “There are 15 cutting-
edge solar companies seeking local trading
partners and project opportunities”, Mr.
Roemer said.

NEW YORK (TIP):  Kingfisher Airlines,
India's only 5- Star airline rated by Skytrax for
three consecutive years, announced in Mumbai
that the Government of India has granted it
traffic rights to operate on seven new
international routes.

The new international routes for which
traffic rights have been granted are:

* New Delhi - London - New Delhi
* New Delhi - Hong Kong - New Delhi
* New Delhi - Bangkok - New Delhi
* New Delhi - Dubai - New Delhi
* Mumbai - Colombo- Mumbai
* Mumbai - Bangkok- Mumbai
* Mumbai - Dubai - Mumbai
Commenting on the grant of these new

traffic rights, Dr Vijay Mallya, Chairman and
CEO, Kingfisher Airlines Limited said, "I am
delighted to announce that Kingfisher Airlines
will soon be commencing flights from New
Delhi to London's Heathrow Airport along with
six other new international routes. The launch
of these new flights will further enhance the
international route network of Kingfisher
Airlines. The addition of these new services
will mean that we will now be able to further
leverage the unparalleled domestic route
network of Kingfisher Airlines to maximize
yields. With their unique domain expertise in
aviation in general and in network planning in
particular, Seabury, our globally renowned
advisors will ensure excellent connectivity for
all these new services".

Indicating expansion of the fleet, Dr Mallya
added, "We may even look at inducting new

aircraft into our fleet sooner than planned so
that we are fully geared to capitalize on the
upturn. We are actively pursuing various
options for fundraising and our plans are on
track. Given the tremendous equity that
Seabury enjoys with global investors,
Kingfisher Airlines is benchmarking itself
against the best in the world. At a time when
the industry is facing difficult challenges to
becoming profitable, the appointment of
Seabury is a proactive step taken towards
ensuring that the leadership team is supported
by and has access to seasoned advisors with
proven expertise in aviation".

The flights on the New Delhi-London-New
Delhi and New Delhi-Hong Kong-New Delhi
routes will be operated using Airbus A330
aircraft while flights on the other routes will be
operated using the Airbus A320 family of
aircraft.

Atul Kumria, Regional Director-North
America, Kingfisher Airlines Limited, said,
that with the granting of these traffic rights,
Kingfisher Airlines will be able to showcase to
travelers its superb quality of service, both on
the ground and in-flight. "This year with
Kingfisher Airlines being awarded the ultimate
5-Star ranking by Skytrax for a third
consecutive year makes it clear to the traveler
that the airline is indeed "The Airline of
Choice." We are indeed proud of our
achievements"

The start dates for the launch of flights on
these new routes will be announced at a later
date.

Kingfisher Airlines Granted
Traffic Rights to Operate on
Seven International Routes

After being dumped, 
man kills 

Indian-origin lover
LONDON (tip): An Indian-origin
accountant was killed by her former
boyfriend who stabbed her 20 times after he
found out that he had been dumped, a court
was told here. 

Camille Mathurasingh, 27 was knifed 20
times in the kitchen of her home in Bow,
after her former boyfriend flew in from
Trinidad to try to win her back, the jury
was told at the Old Bailey. 

Paul Bristol, 24, admits manslaughter but
denies murder in April last year. 

Mathurasingh was a chartered accountant
who had worked for Deloitte at their
Liverpool Street office here. She had
previously worked for Pricewaterhouse
Coopers in Trinidad. 

She met Bristol in Trinidad and they
became close, and their relationship
continued when she came to Britain in
summer 2008, Simon Denison, the state
prosecutor told the court on Thursday. 

"Emails up to the beginning of 2009
showed their affection to each other and
they spoke of a future together," said
Denison. 

However, with doubts in her mind about
the future of their long distant relationship,

she apparently decided to end the
relationship with Bristol. 

"She met a man here and started going
out with him. It would appear she tried to
bring about the end of the relationship with
Bristol gently and didn't tell him about her
new boyfriend. He found out when he saw
pictures of them together on Facebook," he
told the court. 

Failing to accept that he had been
dumped, Bristol decided to come to London
to try and win her back. 

Mathurasingh told her family that Bristol
was harassing her and she did not want him
to come to Britain. 

"The day after he landed he went to her
home. Only he can say what happened...
and what led him to kill," Denison said. 

"He did so in frenzied attack with a
knife, stabbing her 20 times in the neck,
chest, back hip and leg, and she died on the
floor of the kitchen. 

"He stabbed himself too then got in her
car and drove off dangerously along Mile
End Road," the court was told. 

Bristol, who crashed, was taken to
hospital and spoke to police, who found the
body, the court heard. 
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Zain deal by 
April: Mittal 

NEW DELHI (TIP): Bharti
Airtel Limited (Bharti)
chairman Sunil Bharti Mittal
said February 19 that his
company did not need any
regulatory approvals from the
country to acquire the African
assets of the Kuwait-based
Zain Telecom and expressed
the hope that the deal would
be concluded by the end of
April. 

"The deal is on fast track.
My guess is that we should be
able to close the deal by end
of April," Mittal told business
news channel CNBC. He also
said Bharti was not seeking
any government approval as it
was not required in this case. 

"We are only seeking
blessings; no regulatory

approval is needed for the
deal in India. This is a much
cleaner deal than MTN, no
dual listings; it has no
complications as was in case
of the MTN," Mittal said.
Bharti has already said the
enterprise value of the deal
was $10.7 billion. 

Mittal said the funding
plans were being worked out
by his treasury team and
StanChart would be the
banker while there would be
many regional bankers as well
from West Asia. Terming the
deal as a much better one than
what was being discussed
with MTN, he said SingTel,
the 32 per cent partner in
Airtel, was in full support of
the deal.

Sunil Bharti Mittal

Cabinet approves nutrient
based fertiliser subsidy plan 
MUMBAI (TIP): The
government has approved the
nutrient based fertiliser
subsidy (NBS) plan with
effect from April 1. This is
likely to have positive
sentimental impact on share
prices of fertiliser companies. 

Under the new policy, the
companies can fix retail
fertiliser prices. However the
urea prices will be increased
by Rs 483 per tonne or 10 per
cent. 

“The hike in urea prices is
not going to impact the
bottomline or EPS of fertiliser
companies as extra 10 per cent
will go from farmer’s pocket
directly. However, looking at

the shift in policy, it’s a big
positive for the industry,” said
an analyst from a local
brokerage. 

The companies have
assured the government to
keep the fertiliser prices stable
this year. 

Last week, Fertiliser
Minister M K Alagiri had met
Finance Minister Pranab
Mukherjee and sought
deferring nutrient based
subsidy plan as the industry
did not give any written
assurance on not increasing
prices.  Fertilisers are sold at
government-fixed prices,
which are lower than their
costs of production or import.

The difference is met through
subsidy. 

The NBS does away with
maximum retail price. It
proposes to replace the current
system of giving subsidy to
the industry with direct
assistance to farmers. 

Shares of fertiliser
companies ended higher
ahead of the announcement.
RCF shares ended at Rs
106.60, higher by 3.44 per
cent or Rs 3.55 on the NSE,
Chambal Fertilisers closed
2.95 per cent up at Rs 71.45,
GNFC closed 3.24 per cent up
at Rs 119.40 and Nagarjuna
Fertilisers climbed 5.6 per
cent or Rs 1.95 to Rs 36.80. 

M&M world’s
No.1 tractor

co by volume 
MUMBAI (TIP): Mahindra
and Mahindra (M&M) has
become the world's number
one tractor company by selling
1.59 lakh tractors in 2009. It
has pipped John Deere of the
US, which sold 1.59 lakh
tractors. "If we take volumes
of M&M and Swaraj and don't
include subsidiaries or
international operations, we
don't think any single entity
could have crossed this mark,"
said Anjanikumar Choudhari,
president of the farm
equipment division at M&M. 

The Mumbai-based
automobiles-to-finance-to-IT
conglomerate company is
targeting to sell 1.70 lakh
tractors (on a consolidated
basis) by end of this financial
year. It has already crossed
sales of one lakh tractors till
January end. "The one-lakh
milestone is a very special one
for us. 

It is a clear validation of the
strong bond we have forged
with the Indian farmer over the
past four decades. The focus is
on going beyond tractors to
deliver agri-services to the
farming community which
will ultimately lead to a better
quality of life," said
Choudhari. 

Air Works
acquires
stake in
Air Livery
NEW DELHI (TIP): India-
based service provider, Air
Works Engineering, has
announced the acquisition
of a 85 per cent stake in the
British company, Air
Livery. Air Works, which
has a facility for
maintentnance, repair and
overhaul (MRO) in
Karnataka, is currently
undertaking the
construction of a hangar
that allows for the
simultaneous painting of
two large planes such as the
Airbus 340 or the Boeing
777. Air Works’ MRO
facility in Hosur has
received approvals from the
European Aviation Safety
Agency. 

Air Works Director, Ravi
Menon, has said that the
facility would come up by
the end of the year at a cost
of US$ 2.5 million. Air
Works would utilise the
technical know-how of Air
Livery to help airlines
bring down their
maintenance costs. Ravi
Menon said that with Air
Livery’s expertise and
considerable Western
clientele, Air Works would
be able to leverage the
brand to attract customers. 

Subsequent to the
acquisition, Air Livery
would operate as an
independent business 
unit of Air Works
Engineering. 

Netxcell forms
JV with

African firm 
CHENNAI/HYDERABAD (TIP): Netxcell, a city-based
value added service (VAS) provider for mobile companies,
has joined hands with AquaSanTec Limited to form a joint
venture company Netxcell Mauritius Limited (NML). 

AquaSan is an Africa-based company offering water and
sanitation solutions. 

Addressing the media here on Thursday, Netxcell chief
executive officer Debasis Chatterji said the joint venture, to
be based at Mauritius, would help Netxcell enter the African
markets. 

Netxcell would hold 51 per cent and AquaSanTEc the
remaining 49 per cent in the JV. “The companies differ in

technologies. With AquaSanTec’s presence there, it would be
easy to tap the markets and also reduce infrastructure costs,”
he said. 

Under the agreement, the JV would bill the operators in the
African market directly and in turn Netxcell would bill NML
for its services and technology. To begin with, Netxcell
would help NML have its base in Kenya and deploy its sales
and technical experts. 

The reason for choosing Africa, Chatterji said, was its
mobile telephone market, which was close to $3,000 million
and the VAS market estimated to be about seven per cent of
it at $220 million. VAS is growing at 15 per cent per annum
in Africa. 

“Netxcell is targeting three per cent market share in the
next 18 months,” Chatterji said, adding the average revenue
per user was higher in Africa at $8 as compared with $4 in
India. 

The company would focus on Kenya, Rwanda, Tanzania,
Burundi, Uganda, South Sudan and Ethiopia where Zen,
MTN, Vodafone and a regional company were the major
mobile players. 

The scope of VAS would increase with the launch of 3G
services and mobile number portability in the country. The
VAS market in India is pegged at over Rs 12,000 crore. 
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